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BACKGROUND

Around 500 000 Roma were killed during the Holocaust by the National Socialist (NS) regime and their
collaborators. Until recently, the NS-Genocide of the Roma has remained broadly unknown and ignored
by society while the Romani victims and their descendants have not received political recognition of
their racial Nazi persecution and extermination. Despite their sufferings, Romani people had to face
pervasive racism and exclusion in post-war societies over decades. The denial to recognise the NS-
Roma Genocide in education, research and commemoration signifies the institutionalised
discrimination facing Roma in Europe until today.
From 2007 up until today the Austrian Ministry of Education, Science and Research has promoted the
development of digital materials on the Genocide of the Roma in collaboration with the IHRA and the
Fondation pour la Mémoire de la Shoah. The result is a digital education tool romasintigenocide.eu
available in twelve languages (German, English, French, Croatian, Hungarian, Czech, Slovakian, Polish,
Romanian, Swedish, Calderas-Romani and Burgenland-Romani). 
The website promotes education about the Romani Genocide within Holocaust Education beyond the
borders and serves teachers and pupils to learn about the NS-persecution and Genocide of the Romani
people. 
The Vienna Wiesenthal Institute for Holocaust-Studies in partnership with the OeAD-programme
ERINNERN:AT will present the learning platform to relevant stakeholder in Central- and South-Eastern
Europe and discuss good practices, experiences and challenges in educating about the NS-Genocide
of Roma in the region. It will also address how to use the learning tool in other countries to strengthen
awareness in education about the NS persecution of Roma and explore the relevance of education
about the persecution of Roma during the Holocaust in challenging antigypsyism/anti-Roma
discrimination.
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DAY 1 THURSDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 2024

Rapporteur: Karen Polak, Anne Frank House / Note Taker: Tyler Stephens, CEU

11:45 ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION, LUNCH SNACK

12:30 WELCOME 
Jochen Böhler, Director of the VWI
Helmut Böck, Austrian IHRA Co-Head and Special Envoy

12:40
Mirjam Karoly, VWI
INTRODUCTION

12:45 PRESENTATION OF THE RELAUNCH OF THE WEBSITE 
ROMAGENOCIDE.EU
Patrick Siegele, OeAD ERINNERN:AT
Gerhard Baumgartner, former Director Documentation
Centre of Austrian Resistance (DÖW) 

13:15

How to use romasintigenocide.eu at schools, 
      Saška Dimić, Teacher at Lycée francais de Vienne

How to work with photographies, 
      Patrick Siegele, OeAD ERINNERN:AT

How to use biographies to teach about the NS-Genocide of the
Roma, Werner Dreier, historian and former CEO of ERINNERN:AT

MINI WORKSHOPS ON EDUCATIONAL
APPROACHES (EDUCATIONAL TOOLS)

BY ATTENDING, YOU CONSENT TO THE PUBLICATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDINGS MADE DURING THE EVENT.

PROGRAM DAY 1



DAY 1 THURSDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 2024

Rapporteur: Karen Polak, Anne Frank House / Note Taker: Tyler Stephens, CEU

14:00

14:40

15:15

15:45

16:15

16:45

17:00

19:30

13:45 FEEDBACK ROUND (PLENARY)
Moderator: Moritz Wein, Federal Ministry of Education, Science
and Research

PRESENTATIONS OF GOOD PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES
ON TEACHING ABOUT THE ROMA NS-GENOCIDE
Kateřina Čapková, Prague Forum for Romani Histories,
Czech Republic 
Ildikó Török, Tom Lantos Institute, Hungary 
Joanna Talewicz, Foundation Towards Dialogue, Poland 
Delia Grigore, Amare Rromentza, Romania

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS SESSION 
Moderator: Mirjam Karoly, VWI

COFFEE BREAK

PRESENTATIONS OF GOOD PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES
ON TEACHING ABOUT THE ROMA GENOCIDE 

Daniel Vojak, Institute for Social Science, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
Jane Weiss, Institute of Educational Studies, Humboldt-University, Germany
Ruth-Anne Lenga, UCL Centre For Holocaust Education, United Kingdom

DISCUSSION/QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS SESSION
Moderator: Patrick Siegele, OeAD ERINNERN:AT

GROUP PHOTO

FILM INTERVENTION: HOW I BECAME A PARTISAN (SK/CZ,
2021, 92 MINUTES) BY VERA LACKOVÁ
Discussion with film director and producer Vera Lacková, moderated by 
Maria Bogdan, VWI Fortunoff Research Fellow

JOINT DINNER 



DAY 2 FRIDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2024

Rapporteur: Karen Polak, Anne Frank House / Note Taker: Tyler Stephens, CEU

PROGRAM DAY 2

9:15 FOCUS GROUPS ON POSSIBILITIES TO ADAPT OR
FURTHER DEVELOP THE EDUCATION DIGITAL TOOL
ROMASINTIGENOCIDE.EU 

How can the website be utilised in national contexts?
Werner Dreier, historian and former CEO ERINNERN:AT 

What adaptions are required to use the website in national contexts?
Moritz Wein, Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Science and
Research

In which subjects in schools could the website be integrated?
Ines Koeltzsch, VWI 

9:45

Moderator: Marianne Windsperger, VWI

FEEDBACK ROUND AND REPORTS FROM THE
FOCUS GROUPS (PLENARY) 

10:00 VIDEO MESSAGE
UK Presidency of the International Holocaust
Remebrance Alliance

9:00 REFLECTION ON DAY 1
Karen Polak, Anne Frank House, Rapporteur

BY ATTENDING, YOU CONSENT TO THE PUBLICATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDINGS MADE DURING THE EVENT.



DAY 2 FRIDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2024

Rapporteur: Karen Polak, Anne Frank House / Note Taker: Tyler Stephens, CEU

10:10 IHRA COMMITMENTS AND WORK (WORKING DEFINITION ON
ANTIGYPSYISM/ANTI-ROMA RACISM, RECOMMENDATIONS
TEACHING ABOUT THE ROMA GENOCIDE)

Stéphane Laederich, IHRA Chair of the Committee of the
Genocide of the Roma, Roma Foundation, Switzerland

COFFEE BREAK10:30

EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES TO COUNTER ANTIGYPSYISM/
ANTI-ROMA RACISM IN THE CLASSROOM

Tamara Pomoriski, Post Bellum (Memories of the Nations), Czech Republic
Mirsolav Zubaj, Roma Museum, Brno, Czech Republic 
Kristína Grecková, Milan Simecka Foundation, Slovakia 
Larysa Michalska, Humanity in Action, Poland
Urs Urech, SET - Foundation Education for Tolerance, Switzerland

10:45

10:20
Moderator: Mirjam Karoly, VWI
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS SESSION 

11:45 DISCUSSION/REFLECTIONS OF EXPERIENCES FROM OTHER 
COUNTRIES
Moderator: Patrick Siegele, OeAD ERINNERN:AT

12:15 WRAP-UP RAPPORTEUR
Karen Polak, Anne Frank House 

12:30
Mirjam Karoly, VWI
Moritz Wein, Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Science and
Research

CLOSING REMARKS

With financial support from the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research.
With financial support from the Zukunftsfonds der Republik Österreich.

The workshop is kindly supported by the British Embassy in Vienna.




